











An Ideal Christmas Gift That Will Honor the 
Infant Jesus and Delight Its Recipient 


UR beautiful snowy-white gold-trimmed Eversharp pencil 
bearing an imprint of the Infant Jesus will constantly re- 
mind its user to invoke His blessing. All who honor the 

Holy Child under this title have been richly rewarded. Price $1.00. 


If you are looking for a pleasing Christmas gift for someone dear, 
why not give our INFANT OF PRAGUE GIFT PACKAGE? Included 
are the above described Eversharp pencil, a torpedo pencil, a devotional 
booklet, medal, Christmas pictures and leaflets, all packaged in an 
attractive gift box. Price, $1.50 postpaid. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


ES ESSE 


You, too, can help spread devotion to Mary 
during her Marian Year! 


Distribution of booklets in her honor will ravish the Heart 
of our Heavenly Queen, who in turn will bestow many precious 
graces upon you and your loved ones. 


Our popular Mary booklets include — 


The Mysteries of Mary — Explaining the principal feasts of 
our Blessed Lady, including that of the Presentation, November 21, 
this inspiring booklet will lead souls to a greater knowledge and love 
for our. Heavenly Mother. 15¢ 


Devotion to Mary — Treats of Mary’s Immaculate Conception, 
the great feast of the Marian Year; also contains special prayers in 
her honor. Spread DEVOTION TO MARY! 15¢ 


To Jesus through Mary — Discover for yourself and lead 
others to a knowledge of the “‘secret of grace’”’ revealed by St. Louis 
De Montfort. A valuable booklet for all lovers of Mary. 15¢ 


Liturgical Novenas for All Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 

Few realize the great number of feasts in honor of Mary. This 
instructive 128-page booklet, containing prayers for a novena or tri- 
duum for each, will help bring countless souls to the feet of Mary, a 
Mother ever ready to help us. 25¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Calendar for Nouember 


oR 
My ome Church, solicitous for her suffering children in purgatory, 
has set aside the month of November for special suffrages in 
their behalf. She also dedicates the 2d day to the Commemoration of 
the Holy Souls, after honoring all the saints in heaven with a solemn 
feast—aAll Saints’ Day—on the Ist. 


The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin in the Temple at the age 
of three is commemorated on the 21st. The 27th is a minor feast in 
honor of the Miraculous Medal. 

Two solemn feasts commemorate the Dedication of Roman 
churches: on the 9th, that of the Archbasilica of Our Savior (better 
known as St. John Lateran), the cathedral church of the Pope as the 
Bishop of Rome, and the ‘“‘Mother and Mistress of all churches through- 
out Christendom’”’; and on the 18th, the Basilicas of SS. Peter and Paul 
(the Vatican Basilica and St. Paul’s Outside-the-Walls). The anni- 
versary of the Consecration of our Adoration Chapels at Clyde, 
Missouri, and Mundelein, Illinois is kept by us with much solemnity 
on the 15th, and throughout the octave. 


Eminent among the November saints are: On the 4th: St. Charles 
Borromeo, Cardinal Archbishop of Milan, famous for great learning 
and heroic charity to the poor. 5th: Feast in honor of all the Holy 
Relics preserved in the churches of each diocese. Also on the 5th: 
St. Zachary and St. Elizabeth, parents of St. John the Baptist. 11th: 
St. Martin of Tours, Soldier and Bishop. While yet a catechumen, he 
split his military cloak to share it with a beggar; later Christ appeared 
to him, wearing this garment. 13th: St. Stanislaus Kostka, S.J., who 
attained great sanctity in his short life. 15th: St. Albert the Great, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church. Teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas, and 
one of the glories of the Dominican Order. 16th (17th in Benedictine 
Order): St. Gertrude the Great, Virgin, favored with intimate converse 
with the Sacred Heart and with wonderful revelations of Its tender 
mercies. 19th: St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Queen and Widow, a Ter- 
tiary of St. Francis, noted for her practice of penance and works of 
charity. 22d: St. Cecilia, Roman Virgin and Martyr, mentioned in the 
Canon of the Mass. Patroness of musicians. 23d: St. Clement, Pope 
and Martyr, third successor of St. Peter, and reckoned among the 
Apostolic Fathers. Also mentioned in the Canon. 24th: St. John of 
the Cross, Doctor of mystical theology; founder, with St. Teresa, of 
the Discalced Carmelites. 25th: St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin 
and Martyr, one of the 14 Holy Helpers. By her great learning and 
eloquence she converted many pagan philosophers who disputed with 
her; hence, she is venerated as patroness of philosophers, students and 
jurists. 26th: St. Sylvester, Abbot, founder of the Sylvestrines, affili- 
ated to the Benedictine Order. 30th: St. Andrew, one of the Twelve 
Apostles, brother of St. Peter. Suffered martyrdom by crucifixion on 
an X-shaped cross. Patron of Russia and Scotland; also of fishermen. 


(Concluded on page 209) 
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Favors for the Poor Souls 


he 
ROM her very birth the Church had Holy Masses, Communions, 


prayers and alms offered for the relief of her members in the 

Church Suffering, but for a long time there was no day set aside 

for a special commemoration of the faithful departed. In the 
tenth century, St. Odilo, a Benedictine Abbot, in consequence of a 
vision beheld by a holy hermit, gave orders that in all the monasteries 
of his institute, on the day following All Saints’ Day, a Commemoration 
of all the faithful departed should be made by reciting Vespers for them 
on the eve, and on the following.morning offering Matins and Holy 
Mass for their consolation and relief.. This decree, which was drawn 
up at Cluny, is still preserved. A practice so pious soon passed over 
to other localities, and in the course of time became the universal ob- 
servance of the whole Catholic world. Thus was established the mourn- 
ful yet sweet feast of All Souls, which is so solemnly celebrated by the 
Catholic Church every year on the second of November. 


In her tender solicitude the Church permits every priest to offer 
the Holy Sacrifice three times on this day for the dear departed, and 
she strongly urges the faithful on this day to offer their Communions, 
prayers and good works for the souls in purgatory. She also grants a 
plenary indulgence, applicable only to the poor souls, as often as one 
visits a church and prays the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be six 
times for the intentions of the Holy Father, on condition of confession 
and Communion. This privilege extends from noon on the feast of 
All Saints till midnight of All Souls’ Day, or may be transferred to the 
Sunday immediately following. 


NOVEMBER — 1954 195 








The liturgy prescribed by the Church for the dead, which is at 
once stately, beautiful and consoling, consists of Vespers, Matins and 
Lauds, and of the Requiem Mass, the Divine center round which all 
other prayers and ceremonies cluster. It may be asked whether the 
Requiem Mass is more profitable to souls than any other. The Sacri- 
fice of the Mass, notwithstanding the variety of its ceremonies, is al- 
ways the same infinitely holy Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ; but as the Mass for the Dead contains special prayers for the 
holy souls, it also obtains special assistance for them. 


The Most Efficacious Help 


That the holy Sacrifice of Mass is most efficacious in the liberation 
of souls from purgatory is a self-evident truth. The immeasurable 
merits of our Savior, which are offered in every Mass, plead most 
powerfully in favor of the holy souls, who, perfectly helpless, look to 
their brethren in the Church Militant for assistance in having Masses 
celebrated for their release from their awful sufferings. 

A holy Friar named Giovanni, one of the companions of St. 
Francis, was saying Mass one Feast of All Souls with the utmost fervor 
and charity. Overcome by compassion for the holy souls as he offered 
up the sacred Body and Blood of Our Lord, he implored of God the 
Father, by His Son who died on the Cross for their redemption, to re- 
lease these “spirits who were in prison.” While praying thus he had 
a vision of innumerable souls coming out of purgatory, like glittering 
sparks from a furnace; and he beheld them all ascending into heaven 
by the merits of the Passion of Jesus Christ, which are daily offered for 
the living and the dead in the Mass. 

One of St. Bernard’s monks, who had not been very exact in his 
monastic duties, was permitted to appear to the holy Abbot after death, 
begging his aid, as he was in purgatory. St. Bernard and his com- 
munity offered up Masses, performed acts of penance, and prayed with 
all their hearts for the poor soul. When he was liberated he appeared 
to an old monk, and on his inquiry as to which suffrage had been the 
most efficacious, he silently took the monk to the church, and, pointing 
to an altar where Holy Mass was being offered, he said: “Behold, there 
is the great redeeming power which has broken my chains; behold the 
price of my ransom. It is the saving Host which takes away sins.” 


St. Teresa on Masses for the Dead 


In St. Teresa’s wonderful account of her Foundations, she gives 
the following striking instance concerning the efficacy of Masses for the 
Dead. On All Souls’ Day, Don Mendoza had given her a house in 
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Madrid to found a monastery in honor of the Mother of God. Two 
months after this, he was suddenly taken ill and lost the power of 
speech, so that he could not make his confession, though he gave many 
signs of contrition. “He died very shortly afterwards,” says St. Teresa, 
“and far from the place where I then was. But Our Lord spoke to me 
and told me he was saved, though he had run a great risk; that mercy 
had been shown to him because of the donation to the convent of His 
Mother, but that his soul would not be freed from suffering until the 
first Mass was said in the new house. I felt so deeply the pains this 
soul was enduring that although I was very desirous of accomplishing 
the foundation at Toledo, I left it at once for Valladolid on St. Law- 
rence’s day. One day, while I was at prayer at Medina del Campo, 
Our Lord told me to make all possible haste, for the soul of Mendoza 
was a prey to the most intense suffering. I immediately ordered the 
masons to put up the walls of the convent without delay; but as this 
would take considerable time, I asked the Bishop for permission to 
make a temporary chapel for the use of the Sisters whom I had brought 
with me. This I obtained. I had Mass offered, and at the moment I 
left my place to approach the Holy Table I saw our benefactor, who, 
with hands joined and countenance all radiant, thanked me for having 
delivered him.” 

From the altar there flows an inexhaustible stream of grace and 
pardon for the living and the dead. Let us rekindle our faith and form 
a true idea of the august Sacrifice of Mass. When the Son of God 
wished to redeem mankind, He ascended the Cross and there shed all 
His Blood. It streamed from the Wounds of His whole Body, and there 
remained only a few drops in His Heart when It was pierced with the 
soldier’s lance and the sacrifice for our salvation was completed. But 
ever since that Precious Blood began to flow, a fair form standing at 
the foot of the Cross with a chalice in her hand has gathered up the 
precious drops. It is by this Divine Blood, treasured up by the Church, 
that the Sacraments and the august Sacrifice of the Altar will, until the 
end of time, from the rising of the sun till the going down of the same, 
give joy and consolation and life. May we always try to secure for our 
departed friends and relatives a large share in this distribution of grace 
and pardon! 





NOTE: Lacking space on page 221, may we mention here 
that as PREMIUMS FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS during No- 
vember we will offer a choice of the Relic Picture of St. Pius X, 
mentioned on the insert, OR sepia prints, in the same size, of 
Our Lady which appear on pages 209 and 217 of this issue. 
Kindly state you choice of premiums. 








e 
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Queen of All the Heavenly Hosts 


ae eel 


HE Feast of All Saints in this Marian Year of 1954 rings with a 

note of special joy because of the proclamation on that day of 

a new liturgical feast to honor the Queenship of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary over all God’s creatures. This joy re-echoes 
through the courts of heaven and the realms of purgatory; but the 
demons in hell are filled with rage because of this new honor paid to 
her whom they too must reluctantly acknowledge as their Queen. In 
our October issue we spoke of Mary’s Queenship from a doctrinal 
standpoint, and touched briefly upon the character of her reign. Now 
we shall consider this Queenship in a more concrete form, under the 
various aspects presented in the Litany of Loreto.* 


Queen of Angels 


Mary is Queen of the angels, since her mission is higher than 
theirs. They are but servants, whereas she is the Mother of God. She 
alone with the Father can say to Jesus: “Thou art my Son; this day I 
have begotten Thee.” She is higher than the angels also by her fulness 
of grace and glory, which surpasses that of all the angels united. She 
is purer than they, for she has received purity for others as well as for 
herself. She was more perfect than they and more prompt in her obe- 
dience to God’s commandments and in following His counsels. By 
her co-operation in the redemption she merited de congruo for the an- 
gels themselves the accidental graces by which they help us to save our 
souls and the joy which they experience in doing so. 

As Justin of Miechow well remarks, if the angels have served Our 
Lord, how much more did not Mary serve Him, she who conceived and 
bore Him, who cared for Him, who carried Him into Egypt to escape 
Herod’s anger? She surpasses the angels in this also, that they each 
have care of one soul or one community, but she is the guardian of all 
men and of each in particular. She, more than they, is the messenger 
of God who brought us, not a created word but the Uncreated Word. 


Archangels are appointed to protect this or that city: Mary pro- 
tects all cities and all churches in them. Principalities are the cus- 
todians of provinces: Mary has the whole Church under her protection. 
Powers repel demons: Mary has crushed the serpent’s head; she is ter- 
rible to the demons by the depth of her humility and the ardor of her 





*These reflections are taken from “The Mother of the Savior” by Father 
Garrigou-LaGrange, O.P., Chapter V. 
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charity. Virtues perform miracles as God’s instruments: but the great- 
est miracle was to conceive the Incarnate Word for our salvation. 
Dominations command the lower angels: Mary commands all the heav- 
enly choirs. The Thrones are those angels in whom God dwells in a 
specially intimate way: Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, is the Seat of 
Wisdom, and the Blessed Trinity resides in her more familiarly than 
in the highest angel—that is to say, in a way proportionate to her con- 
summated grace. 


She surpasses even the Cherubim and Seraphim. The Cherubim 
shine with the splendor of their knowledge: but Mary has penetrated 
deeper than they into the Divine mysteries, since she has the light of 
glory in a degree far above theirs. She has carried in her womb Him 
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. She 
lived with Him for thirty years on earth, and in heaven she is nearest 
of all to Him. The Seraphim burn with the flame of love: but more 
ardent still is the living flame of Mary’s charity. She loves God more 
than all creatures together, for she loves Him not only as Creator and 
Father, but as her Infant and her treasured Son. 


Mary is, therefore, the Queen of Angels. They serve her faithfully, 
surround her with veneration, marvel at her tender solicitude for each 
one of us and for the whole Church. Her charity, her zeal for the glory 
of God and the salvation of souls are the objects of their intense ad- 
miration. — Such is the substance of Justin of Miechow’s treatise on 
Mary, Queen of Angels. 


Queen of Patriarchs 


The superiority of Mary to Adam in the state of innocence is 
clear from all that has been said thus far. She was higher in grace 
than he, and had as well the principal effects of original justice: sub- 
ordination of the sensibility to the higher faculties, and subordination 
of these latter to God. Mary’s charity was greater from the first instant 
of her conception than that of Adam in the state of innocence, and she 
had, in addition, the special grace of freedom from all sin, however 
slight, even though she was conceived in passible and mortal flesh. Her 
intimacy with God was much closer than that of Abel, Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, or Joseph. Abraham’s most heroic act was that of pre- 
paring to immolate his son Isaac, the son of the promise. It was far 
more for Mary to offer Jesus, who was dearer to her than her own life; 
nor did an angel come to arrest Jesus’ immolation, as in the case of 
Isaac. Her title of Mother of God, her charity and the heroicity of all 
her virtues make Mary shine as a star without compare among the 
patriarchs. 
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Queen of Prophets 


Prophecy, in the strict sense of the term, is the gift of knowing 
with certainty and predicting the future under Divine inspiration. It 
was given to many in Old Testament times. In the New Testament, St. 
John and St. Paul were both prophets and apostles. Sacred Scripture 
tells us of certain holy women also who received the gift of prophecy: 
Mary, the sister of Moses, Deborah, Anne, the mother of Samuel, Eliza- - 
beth, the mother of John the Baptist. Mary is the Queen of prophets. 
She foretold the future in the Magnificat when she sang: “Behold, 
from henceforth all nations shall call me blessed.” Of her the prophets 
spoke when they announced the mystery of the Incarnation. She bore 
in her womb Him of whom the prophets spoke, and she heard from 
His own lips the mysteries of the kingdom of God. She had the gift 
of prophecy in the highest degree after Our Blessed Lord, and at the 
same time she had perfect understanding of the fulness of the povelition 
which He communicated to the world. 


Queen of Apostles 


In what sense is Mary Queen of the twelve Apostles? Her dignity 
as Mother of God surpasses theirs. The apostolate is a form of min- 
istry. But according to St. Albert, Mary is not simply God’s minister, 
since as Mother of the Savior she is still more closely associated with 
Him. After the ascension the Apostles had need of direction, of coun- 
sel, and no one was better equipped than Mary to give it to them. She 
consoled them in their grief at the departure of Our Lord when they 
felt lonely and helpless in the face of the task of the evangelization of 
the pagan world. Jesus had left them His Mother to help them. She 
was for them, it has been said, a second paraclete, a visible paraclete, 
a mediatrix; she was their guiding star in the midst of the tempest of 
persecution that raged about them. She was truly a mother to them. 
None of them ever left her side without having been enlightened and 
consoled, without having been strengthened. By her example in suf- 
fering calumnies, by her experience of the things of God, she sustained 
them in times of trial and persecution. . 


Queen of Martyrs 


The title of Queen of Martyrs has been applied to Mary by SS. 
Ephrem, Jerome, Ildephonse, Anselm and Bernard. The implied allu- 
sion is to her martyrdom of heart of which Simeon spoke: “Thy own 
soul a sword shall pierce.” Mary’s grief was proportionate to her love 
for her Son. She suffered when He was called a seducer, a violator of 
the Law, one possessed by a devil; she suffered inexpressibly when 
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Barabbas was preferred to Him, when He was nailed to the Cross, when 
He was tortured by the crown of thorns, when He was parched with 
thirst; she shared in all the anguish of His priestly and victim soul. 
She felt, as it were, all the blows Jesus received in His scourging and 
crucifixion, for her love made her one with Him. As Bossuet exclaims: 
“One cross was enough to make martyrs of Him and of her.” They 
offered but one sacrifice, since she, for her part, loved Jesus more than 
herself; she suffered more than if she herself had been the victim. All 
this she endured so as to confess her faith in the mystery of the re- 
demptive Incarnation; and in her the faith of the Church was strong at 
that moment, stronger and more ardent than in all the other martyrs. 

We should remember that Mary’s sufferings had the same cause 
as her Son’s—the accumulated sins of men and their ingratitude, which 
made the sufferings to be partly of no avail. We must remember, too, 
that she suffered from the time of the conception of the Savior; still 
more after Simeon’s prophecy; still more as she saw the opposition to 
Jesus mounting, and most of all at the foot of the Cross. But even then, 
even when her soul was inundated with grief, her zeal for the glory of 
God and for the salvation of souls caused her a holy joy at the sight of 
her Son consummating His redemptive work by the most perfect of 
holocausts. 

Lastly, she has helped the martyrs in their torments. She is Our 
Lady of a happy death because of her care for the dying who call. on 
her. Much more does she help those who die to profess their faith in 
the Redeemer. 


Queen of Confessors — Mary and Priests 


She is Queen of all who confess their faith in Jesus, for she her- 
self confessed the same faith more than any other creature. But we 
shall speak principally in this section. of what she is to the priests of 
Our Blessed Lord. To represent Jesus truly, the priest who brings Him 
down on the altar and offers Him sacramentally in Holy Mass should 
unite himself more and more to His sentiments, to the oblation which 
is always living in the Heart of Jesus “always living to. make interces- 
sion for us.” In addition, he should, through the different sacraments, 
distribute the grace which is the fruit of the merits of Jesus and Mary. 


Because of the work to which they are called, Mary is specially 
zealous for the sanctification of priests. She sees that they share in the 
priesthood of her Son, and she watches over their souls so that the 
grace of their ordination may bear fruit in them, and that they become 
living images of the Savior. She protects them against the dangers 
which surround them and lifts them up if they happen to stumble. She 
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loves them as sons of predilection, just as she loved St. John who was 
committed to her on Calvary. She attracts their hearts to herself to 
raise them up and to lead them to greater intimacy with Jesus, so that 
one day they may be able to say in all truth: “I live, now not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” 

Mary helps priests in a special way at the altar so that they may 
become more fully conscious of their union with the Principal Offerer. 
She is spiritually present at that sacramental oblation which perpetuates 
the substance of the Sacrifice of the Cross, and she distributes to the 
priest the actual graces he needs to minister with recollection and in a 
spirit of self-donation. In that way she helps the priest to share in 
Jesus’ victimhood as well as in His priesthood. All this means to form 
priests to the image of the Heart of Jesus. 


With Jesus she arouses priestly vocations and cultivates them. She 
knows that where there are no priests there is no Baptism, no Confes- 
sion, no Mass, no Christian Marriage, no Extreme Unction, no Chris- 
tian life: without the priest the world returns to paganism. Our Lord, 
who has willed to have need of Mary in the work of salvation, has 
willed also to have need of priests, and Mary forms them in holiness. 
We can see her action clearly in some of the saints who were priests— 
St. John the Evangelist, St. Bernard, St. Dominic, St. Bernardine of 
Siena, St. Grignon de Montfort, St. Alphonsus—and the most classical 
example of our times, St. John Vianney. 


Queen of Virgins 
Mary and Consecrated Souls 


Mary is Queen of Virgins, since she had the virtue of virginity in 
the most eminent degree and preserved it in the conception, birth, and 
after the birth of the Savior. She teaches souls the value of virginity. 
It is a true virtue, a spiritual force, something more than a mere good 
inclination of the sensibility. She teaches them that virginity conse- 
crated to God is higher than simple chastity, since it promises integrity 
of the body and purity of the heart for the whole of life—a considera- 
tion which led St. Thomas to say that virginity stands in much the same 
relation to chastity as munificence does to simple liberality, since it is 
a perfect gift of self and a sign of perfect generosity. 

Mary safeguards virgins from danger; she supports them in their 
difficulties, and leads them, if they are faithful, to great intimacy with 
her Son. What is her role in regard to consecrated souls? The Church 
calls such souls “Spouses of Christ.” It follows that Our Lady is their 
perfect model. Following her example, they should live a life of 
prayer and of reparation in union with Our Blessed Lord. They should 


202 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
































The Queen of Virgins 


become also consolers of the afflicted, remembering that the consola- 
tion which they afford in a supernatural spirit to the suffering mem- 
bers of Christ is afforded to Himself and makes amends for the ingrati- 
tude, coldness, and even hatred of so many. Thus these souls are called 
to reproduce the virtues of Mary and to continue in some measure her 
work for Our Blessed Lord and for souls. 

If consecrated souls but know and follow Mary’s guidance, they 
find through her a wonderful compensation for the. privations their 
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lives impose on them, and which, though all accepted in advance, are 
felt most keenly only as they come one by one, day after day. Through 
Mary they can aspire to a certain spiritual motherhood, which is an 
image of her own, in regard to all—the poor, the afflicted, sinners—who 
are in need of spiritual care... Spiritual motherhood in the life of 
contemplation and reparation may be practiced also by the apostolate 
of prayer and suffering, which makes fruitful the exterior apostolate 
for the conversion of sinners and the extension of the reign of Christ. 
A hidden, interior apostolate can be one of great sufferings; but Our 
Lady will show how to bear them and she will afford some glimpse of 
their effects in souls. 

Another work of Mary’s is to help Christian mothers to bring up 
their children to a life of faith, confidence in God, and love. She helps 
them also to win back their erring children, as St. Monica did St. Au- 
gustine. 

Thus we see the universality of Mary’s Queenship. She is Queen 
of all the saints by virtue of her unique mission in God’s providential 
plan and her fulness of grace and glory. She is Queen of all the saints, 
the unknown as well as the known, the uncanonized as well as the can- 
onized, the Queen of all those who strive after holiness on earth, whose 
trials and joys are so well known to her, and the crown of whose merits 
she foresees even now. 


Tenth and Eleventh Stars in Mary’s Crown* 


As twin-stars in Mary’s radiant crown, let us imitate her perfect 
practice of the two great commandments of God: Love of God, and 
Love of Neighbor. Her love of God made her devote herself to His 
service with her whole mind, her whole heart, her whole soul, and all 
her strength; and her perfect fulfilment of this Divine law of love raised 
her ‘to the highest pinnacle of sanctity, where she reigns now as Queen 
of all the angels and saints. This same love made her observe also with 
absolute perfection the second great commandment of love of neighbor, 
especially toward the needy and afflicted. During this month of Novem- 
ber, let us exercise great charity toward the poor souls in purgatory, the 
poorest of the poor, making our prayers, almsdeeds and sacrifices the 
more meritorious by offering them through the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. “Mary, Mother of God and Mother of Mercy, pray for us and 
for all who have died in the peace of the Lord.” (300 days indulgence.) 





*As this series of practices was not begun till the February issue, 
we are giving two for this month, in order to complete the series of 
twelve in December. 
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Ever Upward! 


Some encouraging thoughts for the Feast of All Saints 


‘OST people believe that sanctity is intended only for a select 
few. This is a fatal error which today is causing the founda- 
tions of Christian family life to crumble. Is not the First Com- 
mandment of Love addressed to everyone? Does it not de- 

mand the love of God without limit? “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with all thy 
strength” (Deut. 6:5). His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, taught this clearly 
in the Encyclical he issued on the Third Centenary of St. Francis de 
Sales: — 

“Christ has constituted the Church holy and the source of sanc- 
tity, and all those who take her for a guide and teacher must, by the 
Divine will, tend to holiness of life. ‘This is the will of God, your sanc- 
tification,’ says St. Paul. What kind of sanctity? The Lord Himself 
declared it when He said, “Be ye perfect as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect!’ Let no one think that this is addressed to a select few and 
that others are permitted to remain in an inferior degree of virtue. 
The law obliges—as is clear—absolutely everyone in the world with- 
out exception.” (Acta Ap. Sed., Vol. 15, p. 50.) 

In observing this precept, St. Augustine says: “God does not com- 
mand the impossible, but by His command admonishes each to do what 
he can and still strive to attain to what is beyond his powers.” Let no 
one be discouraged by the sublimity of this perfection. In the super- 
natural, the more we renounce ourselves, the easier it is, because grace 
flows in proportion as we live by faith. 

The making of a saint is the work of God’s grace, and if we ef- 
fectively wish it, there is no reason why each and every one of us should 
not be saints. Let us at least aim at a high ideal, since it is better to 
fail in attempting to attain a high ideal than to try merely for a low one. 

Sanctity is duty well-performed, the will to keep from sin, to prac- 
tice virtue. The state of grace is all-important. On that is built no- 
bility. Through that a daily increase of goodness grows. The conse- 
quence is a continued state of grace and a continued state of goodness. 
Hidden saints are the glory of the Church: toiling fathers, loving 
mothers, dutiful children—blessed with the grace of God and faithful 
to it. 

St. Francis de Sales says, “Go on in all simplicity; do not be anx- 
ious. ..do not examine too closely into the progress of your soul. Do 
not crave so much to be perfect, but let your spiritual life be formed 
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by your duties—and by the actions which are called forth by circum- 
stances. Do not take over-much thought for tomorrow. God, who has 
led you safely so far, will lead you on to the end. Be altogether at rest 
in the loving holy confidence which you ought to have in His heavenly 
Providence.” He adds some good advice on the spirit of devotion and 
zeal: “To be truly devout, we must not only do God’s will, but we must 
do it cheerfully. You should not only have devotion and be devout, 
but you should render it amiable, useful and agreeable to all. The sick 
will love your devotion for the charitable consolations they derive from 
it; your family will love it, if it renders you more amiable and more 
sweet in your disposition, more solicitous about their welfare, more 
kind in reproving; your relations and friends will love it if it renders 
you more kind and condescending to their inclinations, when not con- 
trary to the will of God. In fine, it is necessary to make your devotion 
more amiable to all; this is indeed true zeal.” 


FAITH 


Faith is fundamental in striving for holiness. We must see every- 
thing here below from the point of view of God and the elect in heaven. 
We must, therefore, wage continuous war against a pagan mentality. 
Some rules that apply here are: Always to act from supernatural mo- 
tives. To treat every person as Jesus Christ, for what we do to the 
least of His, we do for Him or to Him. To meditate every day on the 
truths of faith. Often to read the Holy Scriptures and the Lives of the 
Saints for the stimulation of our faith. Frequently to visit Jesus in the 
tabernacle, for He is as truly there as He is in heaven. To obey all the 
commandments, and especially those which are disagreeable. At each 
disappointment and contradiction of our plans, to make an act of faith 
saying, “This trial comes from God. It is His Divine plan for me and, 
therefore, nothing can be better; He treats me as a loving Father, and 
I will not repine.” 


HOPE 


Hope, too, is to be cultivated. Hope fills us with trust and confi- 
dence. It encourages us to live in joy and does away with much of the 
bitterness of life. It is an anchor which holds us steady in the course 
of holiness despite the storms that assail us. In the exercise of hope, 
we must cultivate the habit of using creatures as stepping stones to 
God. We must place confidence only in supernatural motives. In 
times of trial, we should think of the heavenly reward that is merited. 
We must look for and welcome the Divine Wisdom which is hidden 
behind what the world considers folly. We must ardently desire and 
make frequent aspirations to possess and enjoy God in heaven. 
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CHARITY 


God is Love, and the love of God and neighbor is the very essence 
of holiness. Love opens up the soul to the flow of supernatural vitality 
that makes us one with Christ, with His Blessed Mother and the mem- 
bers of the Mystical Body. Love must be a real and vital motive in all 
our actions. This love is not something sentimental nor even sensible, 
but love that stems from sanctifying grace and which is shown in a 
prompt, ready will to serve God and neighbor. It grows by frequenting 
the sacraments, assisting at Holy Mass and Benediction, visiting the 
Blessed Sacrament, being faithful to spiritual reading, particularly the 
New Testament, saying the Rosary, meditating on Divine things, making 
frequent aspirations. We ought to strive constantly to live a life of love 
for God as we wish to do in heaven. We must, therefore, always openly 
afirm our convictions as fervent Catholics, strive to be ingenious in 
pleasing and serving others, thank God often, and have Masses of 
thanksgiving offered. The Holy Ghost is the Substantial Love of the 
Blessed Trinity, and therefore we should often invoke Him and ask of 
Him a great love of God, as well as cultivate a great devotion to the 
Blessed Trinity, the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Blessed Virgin. 


Sacrifices to Attain Perfection 


Self-denial, or bearing the cross, is the saint-trodden way to heaven, 
the way along which we have Jesus as our companion. Our Savior has 
made the bearing of our cross the very symbol and token of our be- 
longing to Him, of our following Him. Rejection of the obligation of 
self-denial is abandoning the whole struggle to live supernaturally. 

Some practical suggestions in the fulfilment of this necessary vir- 
tue in the attainment of holiness include patience under all circum- 
stances; suffering any humiliation rather than to lie; fidelity to duties, 
even when most irksome; denying oneself worldly pleasures and amuse- 
ments; avoiding useless reading; not passing Sunday in a spirit of self- 
indulgence; mortifying the appetite in delicacies, but above all in what 
may lead to intemperance; fasting sometimes; visiting the sick and the 
poor; often making the Way of the Cross; acknowledging the supreme 
dominion of God by accepting His holy will as manifested by His 
representatives and by events—therefore, never disobeying, never dis- 
puting, nor criticizing. 

Being faithful in our supernatural efforts, day by day, will win for 
us the crown of life in reward for true holiness, a holiness which lifts 
man up to God, and brings God down to man; and which, should it 
become pervasive and universal, would make every soul a miniature 
heaven, and change our woeful earth into a paradise regained. 
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“It Is, Therefore, a Holy and a Wholesome Thought 
to Pray for the Dead!’ (2 Mach. 12:46.) 


OTHING can be clearer than 
that the Church, in her doc- 
trine of purgatory, is carrying on the 
ancient practice of the Old Law con- 
cerning prayer for departed souls. 
Hence, Protestants, unable to refute 
the texts which completely contravene 
their heresy on this point, consider 
the two Books of Machabees as apoc- 
ryphal. From their earliest years 
when they learned the catechism, the 
faithful have dwelt on the text from 
Machabees, so pregnant with truth 
on this essential belief of the Catholic 
Church. To those who have lost 
many, if not all their relatives, what 
thought can be more consoling than to reflect that a silver chain can 
still link together the living and the dead? the silver chain of prayer, 
by which those still in this world can help the Holy Souls, who can no 
longer pray for themselves and who are so dependent on the charity of 
others. 

Of all prayers, the greatest and most efficacious, as every Catholic 
knows, is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Very efficacious, too, is the 
official prayer of the Church, the Divine Office, and prayer to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, especially that of Perpetual Adoration. By 
enrollment in the 





Association of Perpetual Adoration 


both the living and the dead participate in these powerful prayers and 
spiritual offerings: The holy Sacrifice of the Mass, daily celebrated in 
our five Chapels of Perpetual Adoration.* The unceasing Adoration 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, exposed in these Chapels. A daily re- 
membrance at Holy Communion by the Sisters (numbering over 250). 
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, given twice daily in each 
of the Adoration Chapels. 

To share in these benefits, under SIMPLE MEMBERSHIP, the 


*Located at Clyde, Missouri (Motherhouse); Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, 
Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; and San Diego, California. 
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What Js More Appropriate Than 
a Religious Gift at Christmas? 
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OW few, even among Catholics, realize that the motive for the 
giving of gifts at Christmas is the Gift which Christ made of Him- 

self at Bethlehem, and which He daily renews upon our altars! He is 
the GIFT of Gifts, and He gives not only Himself but all His rich store 


of merits and the graces which flow from Him as their fountain. 
The ideal then for Catholics is to give SPIRITUAL as well as 


material Gifts. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
and BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 


are the answers to your gift problem! 





























‘Gabernacle a Aurgatory 


is the 


IDEAL FAMILY GIFT! 


It is a Gift that gives Christ! 
It is a Gift that is truly Catholic! 
It is a Gift that lasts! 


It is a Gift that repeats itself twelve times! 

It is a Gift easily afforded! 

It is a Gift deeply appreciated! 

It is a Gift enjoyed over and over! 

It is a Gift purchased without tiresome shopping! 

It is a Gift that brings the giver merit by spreading Catholic doctrine! 


eS SS SSS SSS 
Subscription Price: -- $2.00 a year; 2 years, $3.00. 
Canada and foreign countries, $2.25 a year; 2 years, $3.50. 
SSS SSS SSS SS SSS 





An attractive greeting card bearing 
your name will be sent at your request 
with each gift subscription. 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


To make “Tabernacle and Purgatory” a doubly 
valued Christmas Gift we are offering a holy 
picture of our newly-canonized St. Pius X, in 
pleasing colors, with a relic attached and a 
prayer to him on the reverse, as a pre- 
mium for each NEW subscription. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


a 


a 


ALWAYS CHRISTMAS 


It is always Christmas on our altars! 
Jesus, the Holy Child of Bethlehem, is daily 


"[reasures born anew in the holy Sacrifice of Mass, 


where we may welcome Him into our hearts 


The 














of the just as truly as the Virgin-Mother held Him 
in her arms. 

f Mass THE TREASURES OF THE MASS 
y “Sie gives an excellent explanation of the Sacri- 
/ wis, fice of the Mass and the unspeakably great 

% benefits which may be reaped by devout at- 
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tendance. This booklet makes a cherished 
Christmas gift for friends or loved ones, the 
reading of which will profit them not only 
for time, but for eternity. 

Bound in attractive green paper; size 534 
x 834 inches, with beautiful symbolic illus- 
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trations. Only 50¢ each. Reduction for 50. Postage extra. 





BOOKLETS IN THE SPIRIT OF THE CHURCH 


HE Liturgical Year is the real ““Year of Our Lord.” The 
Church is our guide throughout its course. To enter into the 
. spirit of the feasts under her guidance, the laity will find 
# the following booklets helpful. 





Gems from the Liturgy for Feasts of Our Lord 


Part | (From Advent to Pentecost) 96 pages. 20¢ each. 
Part 2 (From Pentecost to Advent) 96 pages. 20¢ each. 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 


A complete seriés of novenas and triduums for Mary's feasts, ex- 
planation of De Montfort’s secret of grace, and beautiful prayers. 
128 pages. 25¢ each. “ih? 











For Mother 


Enthronement of Sacred Heart 
Devotion to Mary 

Good St. Anne 

Novena of Holy Communions 
Sacramentals 


For Sister 


To Jesus through Mary 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
St. Gertrude the Great 
More Precious Than Diamonds 
From Earth to Heaven 


For Religious 


Devotion to the Holy Spirit 
Magnificence of Love of God 
Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
Devotion to the Holy Trinity 
The Mysteries of Mary 


We suggest special combinations, and will be happy to make any 
other combinations you may wish. Just write. 


and Dad 


What Is God? 

My Daily Companion at Mass 
Confession, Its Fruitful Practice 
Go to Joseph 

St. Nicholas de Flue 


and Brother 


The Rosary, My Treasure 
Devotions to St. Joseph 

St. Benedict,.Beloved of God 
*Neath St. Michael’s Shield 
United in Christ 


For the Sick 


Words of Consolation 
Conformity to the Will of God 
The Way of the Cross 
Indulgenced Prayers 

Pathways to Peace 


For Young Folks 
Little Devotions to the Infant Jesus 


Our Heavenly Companions 


St. Anthony, the Wonder-worker 


Eucharistic Miracles 
My Daily Visit 


Each booklet, 15¢ 


A Complete Set of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS ($10.40 value) for 
$9.00 special. (This would make a nice gift for your pastor.) 


Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 




















name of each person (living or deceased) must be entered in the regis- 

ter of the Association of Perpetual Adoration at the Motherhouse at 

Clyde, Missouri. A nominal offering of one dollar for each person 

is humbly requested for the support of the Adoration Sanctuaries. 
Privileged Membership 

In addition to the above, Privileged members share also in one or 
more Holy Masses celebrated for them daily; in all the Canonical Hours 
of the Divine Office, daily chanted or sung in each Adoration Chapel; in 
the Rosary, daily prayed by each Sister; and in numerous other good 
works and charities. 

Privileged members have their names enrolled in the GOLDEN 
BOOK which rests near the Exposition Throne in the Chapel at the 
Motherhouse, and receive a beautiful lithographed certificate, suitable 
for framing, wherein the spiritual benefits in which they share are 
listed. (This makes a beautiful gift for all occasions.) 

Those desiring privileged memberships are asked to make an offer- 
ing of not less than ten dollars towards the maintenance of the Per- 
petual Adoration Sanctuaries. 


Family Membership 


Families of more than five (including only the husband, wife and 
children), may be enrolled as privileged members by having their 
names registered and making an offering of fifty dollars. 

All memberships are perpetual, benefiting the individual in life 
and after death as long as there is need. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 








(Continued from page 194) 


The Benedictine Order observes two special feasts of its own: 
All Saints of the Benedictine Order (13th) and All Souls of the Order 
(14th). There are also several saints outstanding in the Order, not 
mentioned in the Roman calendar: St. Willibrord (6th), nephew of 
St. Boniface, apostle of the Netherlands and Archbishop of Utrecht. 
St. Hilda, Abbess (17th), and St. Mechtilde (19th), a co-religious and 
intimate friend of St. Gertrude, also favored with revelations of the 
Sacred Heart. 

This year, the First Sunday of Advent falls on November 28. 
And last but not least, there is Thanksgiving Day on the last Thursday. 
Though a civic festival, this day should be observed in a religious 
spirit of gratitude to God for His many blessings, bearing in mind 
specially that the Mass is the most perfect act of thanksgiving that can 
be offered to God. 
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Your Daily Mass 


N one thing Catholics are a baffling mystery to their non-Catholic 
friends and neighbors. Why, they ask, do Catholics go to church 
on weekdays! What could possibly prompt a person to rise early 
on a cold winter morning and sacrifice an hour’s sleep JUST TO GO 

TO CHURCH? What can this powerful magnet be that draws people 
even at the cost of great personal sacrifice? You know the answer. It 
is THE MASS, the burning center of our Catholic worship. 

Still, while the attendance at daily Mass marks the zealous and 
well-instructed Catholic, is it not a sad commentary on the faith of the 
rank and file of our people that comparatively few Catholics make use 
of this marvelous source of strength and grace? How explain this in- 
difference and lethargy, this lack of appreciation on the part of many 
otherwise good Catholics? 

The neglect of daily Mass is due, without doubt, to a great extent, 
to a lack of correct instruction. Many Catholics do not fully realize 
the dignity, power and sanctifying effects of Holy Mass. They fail to 
understand what the original Sacrifice of Calvary meant to Christ, and 
what its renewal on the altar should mean to them. 


A Hidden Treasure 


A touching story is told by a Catholic who visited Greenland in the 
sixteenth century, shortly after the Protestant reformers had done away 
with the Mass. Every year on Christmas Eve the few scattered Cath- 
olics in the vicinity would assemble in a little isolated hut. When all 
were gathered together, a venerable old man, after saying a prayer and 
giving a short address of welcome, would carefully open a sealed box 
and draw forth a CORPORAL, yellow with age. Holding this little piece 
of linen up to the gaze of all, he would say: “My dear brethren, on this 
sacred linen the last Holy Mass was said in this country, many years ago. 
I served that Mass. This holy cloth is all that remains of the Holy Sac- 
rifice. On it rested the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Let us kneel 
down and thank God for the possession of this precious relic; and let 
us beg Him to send us priests soon again to have Holy Mass in our 
midst.” 


The Mass, Our Greatest Treasure 


Holy Mass is our greatest treasure! Why? Because it is the 
unbloody renewal on our altars of the sublime Sacrifice of Calvary, 
identical with the offering of Good Friday, with the same High Priest, 
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the same Victim, the same sentiments of loving immolation. At the 
moment of Consecration, Christ becomes present on the altar just as 
truly and really as He was in Bethlehem and on Calvary. In the hands 
of the priest, Jesus offers Himself again to His Heavenly Father as a 
Victim for man’s sins. Christ, indeed, died in horrible torments on 
Mount Calvary. With His dying breath He pleaded for man’s redemp- 
tion: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!” We were 
not there on that momentous Good Friday afternoon to witness the sac- 
rificial death of the Son of God. But He died also for us! We were in- 
cluded in the warm embrace of those outstretched arms and pierced 
hands. And in order to make it possible for us, His later children, to 
share in the redemptive fruits of this sublime Sacrifice, He ordered It 
to be repeated, re-presented in an unbloody manner. “Do THIS in 
Remembrance of Me!” 

To bring this thought home more clearly, let us suppose that you 
lived at the time of Christ and were one of His disciples. A few days 
before Good Friday, Jesus called at your home and said: “My friend, 
on Friday of this week I am going to be put to death by My enemies. 
I am going to die on the Cross for you on Mount Calvary, in order to 
pay the debt of your sins and save your immortal soul for heaven! All 
I ask is that you be there to comfort Me. Will you promise to do so?” 
And you answered: “Lord, I am certainly astounded at Your generous 
offer to die for me. I shall be eternally grateful for this infinite proof 


of Your Love. But I don’t think I can be there with You on Friday. 


You see, I am quite busy. We're having company on that day, and 
besides, it’s just the best part of the afternoon. Please excuse me, 
Lord!” 

How would Jesus have felt at such callous ingratitude? Ah, yes, 
how intensely He must have suffered in His agony in the garden as He 
looked down the centuries and saw how little His painful Sacrifice would 
be appreciated by the majority of His followers! Should we not try 


‘to make up for this cold indifference? 


The Fourfold Purpose of Mass 


‘The Mass is so precious and practical because by It we can per- 
fectly discharge our fourfold duty towards Almighty God. As creatures 
we owe God adoration, thanksgiving, petition and reparation. 


ADORATION: Through the Heart of Jesus on the altar we can 


offer God worthy praise and adoration. In each Holy Mass we can 
‘sing with the-angels: “Glory to God in the highest!” How pleased the 


Blessed Trinity must be at the tribute of Divine worship paid to It 
through Jesus, the High Priest, in Holy Mass! 
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THANKSGIVING: We owe God a great debt of gratitude. In 
fact, everything we have of body and soul comes to us from our good 
Father in heaven. How thoughtless and inconsiderate we often are! 
How much we take for granted; how seldom we pause to thank our 
generous Benefactor! In Holy Mass, we have a GIFT that is infinitely 
pleasing to God. Poor and needy beggars though we be, still through 
Holy Mass we become infinitely rich and can amply repay our Heavenly 
Father for all His generosity and loving kindness. 

PETITION: “Ask and you shall receive!” We need God’s help 
in order to avoid sin and to make the grade up the steep incline of 
self-denial and virtue. Jesus has assured us that our prayers will be 
heard. He said: “Amen, amen, I say unto you, if you ask the Father 
anything in My Name, He will give it to you” (John 16:23). But here 
in Holy Mass we are asking not only in the Name of Jesus, but with 
His Precious Blood. He is pleading with us and for us! 


REPARATION: Finally, in Holy Mass Jesus offers Himself anew 
as a VICTIM for the sins of the world. What dire need there is in the 
world today for reparation! Why does the world still exist in spite of 
the millions of crimes committed daily against Almighty God? The 
only reason this world still exists is because from thousands of altars, 
from the rising to the setting of the sun, the pleading voice of the Sav- 
ior rises heavenward: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do!” Silence that Voice, do away with Holy Mass, and the world 
would probably be instantly destroyed by the outraged Justice of God. 
The Mass stands between sinful man and God’s offended Majesty like 
a lightning rod warding off the bolts of Divine Justice. 


Come to Me! 


Are you making the best use of this heavenly Treasure? Is daily 
Mass an integral part of your morning program? And how do you 
assist at Holy Mass? Do you take an intelligent and personal part in 
the Mass? Or are you just a passive spectator? Remember what St. 
Pius X said: “pray the mass, do not just pray at Mass!” Each one of 
us should try to enter into the spirit of the Holy Sacrifice and make It 
really our Mass, by an intimate union with the Divine Victim. We 
should offer ourselves with Christ by a total oblation at the Offertory; 
lift ourselves up with Christ as co-victims at the Consecration; let 
ourselves be transformed by Christ in Holy Communion; and then con- 
tinue to live our Mass throughout the day by making all our actions 
practical applications of that morning surrender at the altar. Thus, all, 
priest and people, each in his proper sphere, can continue to carry out 
Christ’s command: “Do this in remembrance of Me!” 


212 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 























Sanctity Lies in the Ordinary 


E find two extremes in the spiritual life. There are those 
who, be it said to their shame, do nothing, even when the 
distress of souls is great; there are others who try to do 
too much, or who throw themselves with frenzy into what 

they do. Let us be active, yes, if possible very active, but carry on 
calmly, under the eye of God, only for His glory, and with sufficient 
good sense to forbid ourselves whatever might impede our life of union, 
our prayer, and our spirit of prayer, which alone can fructify our 
activity and zeal. 


In practice, it is not always easy to know where to begin and 
where to stop. A mother of four children writes: “I try to moderate 
my solicitude, but it gets the better of me. I feel that I must control 
it. God calls me often. Rarely do I consent to listen. There is always 
something to be put in order, a cupboard to inspect, an article of cloth- 
ing to be mended. I could very well postpone these things, it is true, 
but it’s too much for me. I know I ought to take time for prayer, but 
no, I must hasten to my cupboards and my many little duties. My 
prayer, short enough as it is, is often in grave danger. What can I 
do?” 

What can we do? We ought to draw up for ourselves a rule of 
life which allots to prayer a fixed time that is in keeping with our state 
of life and the guidance of a spiritual director, and then we should 
hold fast to this time for prayer, unless something urgent and unfore- 
seen demands our dutiful attention, which we must give without any 
scruple. A saintly housewife, who had achieved a high degree of 
Divine union, used to interrupt her prayer immediately when her hus- 
band called her for a collar button or a pair of socks, or whatever his 
needs might be. 


We should, if possible, plan our days so that by foresight we can 
avoid the crowding of our duties; to manage is to foresee. Naturally 
in our lives, but particularly if we are living in the world, there will be 
numerous unexpected happenings. We should try to foresee them, or 
at least to foresee their possible or probable intervention and make 
provision for them. When we have done that, we should not try to 
accomplish in one hour the work of three, nor be downhearted if with 
the best of will we may be forced to postpone till tomorrow a task which 
seems very urgent and which we planned to do today. No one expects 
us to do the impossible. Besides, if we observe interior silence to the 
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extent that circumstances permit, and force ourselves to live with God; 
if while aiming at maximum activity, which is also sincerely and vigor- 
ously controlled, we avoid feverishness; if we mercilessly deny ourselves 
useless interior and exterior chatter, we shall be surprised at time’s 
almost unlimited power to expand. 


It is unbelievable what some can accomplish, while others, under 
the pretext of not having time, do nothing. Individuals who do not 
have a minute to spare succeed, by a good beginning, in finding all the 
minutes they want. To have a great deal of time is not so important 
as to use well the little time we have. People who accomplish a vast 
amount of work are usually those who have not a minute to themselves, 
but who, despite swiftly passing time, remain calm and snatch from the 
fleeting moments their full power of achievement. 


We ought to resist also the desire to be always doing something. 
to be active for activity’s sake: Some occupations are detrimental. 
It might be better if the mother of whom we spoke before, yielded to 
the Divine attractions which urged her to withdraw within her soul, 
rather than to straighten for the tenth time a cupboard that was already 
sufficiently orderly. Let us beware of the saying: “I always have some- 
thing to do.” That is often true, but it must be remembered that there 
is a hierarchy in things to be done. It is only reasonable that the 
most important should be first. At times it may be profitable to omit 
something, especially if the omission safeguards liberty of spirit and 
perfection of union. We should act with deliberation on the conviction 
that our many contacts with God during the day are not to be con- 
sidered among the least profitable of our actions. 


Let us beware, too, of the other saying: “I am not doing anything 
when I pray.” The inactivity is only apparent. To pray is to do a 
great work, and the same holds true for every single instance, however 
brief, in which the soul plunges itself in God during the course of its 
manifold duties. Let us counteract the dictates of nature by a clear 
concept of faith. We say: an ACT of the Presence of God, an ACT of 
love of God. How could we claim that this is not acting? According 
to the absolute standard of values, it is the most beautiful act that can 
be made, and because God requires no other activity, it ought to be 
considered the most important. To live in truth helps tremendously 
to live in love. 

It must be understood that the loving effort to be with God habit- 
ually, at each conscious breath of the soul, is not to be thought of as a 
strenuous intellectual effort, as an overwhelming preoccupation. There 
is‘no use trying to be an angel.. We are just poor human beings, and it 
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takes long practice in the cultivation of the interior life to achieve any 





noticeable result, and this result will always fall short of the ideal 
dreamed of by most souls. Striving souls must practice great patience. 
We do not find God by straining our nerves; we must have a sound 
method—such as we have tried to present—an increasing development 
of the spirit of faith, an untiring perseverance, and that wisdom which 
takes time into consideration. 


For those who are too presumptuous or too eager to double the 
rate of their progress, Father Petitot closes his book “Introduction to 
Holiness” with an apt quotation from the great Dominican, Tauler: 
“Whatever we do, try as we may, we shall never arrive at true peace, 
that peace which culminates in perfect union with God, before we are 
forty...” And to quell imprudent ardor and inexperienced zeal he 
adds, “we must then wait ten years more before we are granted the 
Spirit, the Comforter, the Spirit that teaches all things.” 


We must understand what this passage means. Tauler did not pre- 
tend to limit the sanctifying powers of the Spirit of God, or to discour- 
age beginners who are often more generous, more zealous, and more 
enthusiastic than the mature. We need only to think of the young 
saints: Stanislaus, Aloysius of Gonzaga, Rose of Lima, or Saint Therese 
of the Child Jesus. Age can be counted only by years; but the figures 
given by Tauler are like the biblical figures, their meaning is rather 
symbolical than literal. Many, even pious people, go beyond forty or 
fifty years without reaching the degree of union attained by certain 
young people who determined at a very early age never to refuse God 
anything, and to develop a virile love. 


The passage means, then, that the precious treasure is bought at 
a great price. We have no guarantee that a long period of time will 
in itself bring us to the heights of sanctity. Occasionally, for reasons 
of His own and perhaps to keep us humble, God permits us to struggle 
without much noticeable gain, to make heroic efforts without ever 
knowing success. 


The essential thing is not so much to reach our goal as to strive. 
In the spiritual life, more than anywhere else, “It is not the success 
which counts, but the effort.” We make progress if, in spite of human 
frailties, we do not give up but begin again each day where we left off 
the night before, even though we cannot detect any noticeable advance- 
ment. The Divine word remains immutably true: “He who seeks, finds.” 
We would say, rather: “He who seeks has already found.” 


—Rev. Raoul Plus, S.J. 
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“After Her Shall Virgins Be Brought 
to the King” 


ake 


HE feast of Mary’s Presentation in the Temple, celebrated on 
November 2Ist, marks the first step in the formal consecration 
of her life to God’s service. Yet this consecration must have 
been made at the very dawn of her life, for theologians hold 

that Mary enjoyed the use of reason from the moment of her concep- 
tion. Father Faber intimates this in the following beautiful passage: 
“The Presentation of our Blessed Lady is a mystery full of beauty, yet 
a beauty which can hardly be called its own. It is a lovely sight in 
truth to see; there is the miraculous Maiden of three years, mounting 
the temple steps with the gravity and dignity of age, and offering herself 
to the House of God with the full use of the most comprehensive and 
majestic intellect which the world had ever known, even at that early 
age. Yet what is it but one step in an oblation which began in Anna’s 
womb, rose in its heroic degrees of lifelong self-sacrifice, attained its 
highest height on Calvary, and stayed there on that same mystical Cal- 
vary fifteen years after He had come down from it and was gone to 
His Father’s glory? It is as one of the marvelous beginnings of the 
marvelous Mother that we gaze with so much devotion on Mary’s 
Presentation.” (The Blessed Sacrament, pp. 175,176.) 


The Church, applying to Mary with singular appropriateness on 
this feast the words of Psalm 44, represents to us the voice of God call- 
ing her to His temple: “Hearken, O Daughter, and see, and incline 
thine ear, and forget thy people and thy father’s house. And the King 
shall greatly desire thy beauty...” With what generosity and fervor 
Mary answered this calt we can but faintly imagine. And how pro- 
found must have been her reverence as she prostrated herself in adora- 
tion before the Divine Majesty at her first coming into His House, and 
made the oblation of herself to His perpetual service! 


“The temple shines with a new glory, when this august Virgin is 
presented; there she is taught by God, is visited by the angels from 
heaven, and rejoices with them.” This verse from an ancient sequence 
expresses in a few words the sublimity of this mystery. 


In this sacred retreat, the Blessed Virgin gave the first example of 
consecration to God by a vow of perpetual virginity, in response to the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Following in her footsteps, countless 
young maidens have since consecrated their virginity to God—fulfilling 
those other words of Psalm 44 which the Church applies to Mary in a 
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‘After her shall virgins be brought to the King.’’ 


prophetic spirit: “After her shall virgins be brought to the King, her 
neighbors shall be brought to thee; they shall be brought with gladness 
and rejoicing; they shall be brought into the temple of the King.” 

In his recent Encyclical letter on Holy Virginity, our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, writes: “Virginity fully deserves the name of the angelic 
virtue, which St. Cyprian, writing to virgins, affirms: ‘What we are to 
be, you have already commenced to be. You already possess in this 
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world the glory of the resurrection; you pass through the world without 
suffering its contagion. In preserving virginal chastity, you are the 
equals of the angels of God.’ To souls restless for a purer life or in- 
flamed with the desire to possess the kingdom of heaven, virginity offers 
itself as a ‘pearl of great price,’ for which one ‘sells all that he has, 
and buys it.’ Married people, and even those who are captives of vice, 
at the contact of virgin souls often admire the splendor of their trans- 
parent purity, and feel themselves moved to rise above the pleasures of 
sense. When St. Thomas states ‘that to virginity is awarded the tribute 
of the highest beauty,’ it is because its example is captivating; and, 
besides, by their perfect chastity do not all these men and women give 
a striking proof that the mastery of the spirit over the body is the result 
of a Divine assistance and the sign of proven virtue? 

“Worthy of special consideration is the reflection that the most 
delicate fruit of virginity consists in this, that virgins make tangible, 
as it were, the perfect virginity of their Mother, the Church, and the 
sanctity of her intimate union with Christ... For this society founded 
by Christ, it is a profound joy that virgins should be the marvelous sign 
of its sanctity and fecundity, as St. Cyprian so well expresses it: “They 
are the flower of the Church, the beauty and ornament of spiritual 
grace, a subject of joy, a perfect and unsullied homage of praise and 
honor, the image of God corresponding to the sanctity of the Lord, the 
most illustrious portion of Christ’s flock. In them the glorious fecun- 
dity of our Mother, the Church, finds expression, and she rejoices; the 
more the number of virgins increases, the greater is this Mother’s 


joy.” 

May many young girls hear the Divine invitation of God calling 
them to consecrate their lives to Him in His holy “temple,” after the 
example of the Blessed Virgin. And may they follow resolutely in her 
footsteps, offering to Jesus their virginity as the “pearl of great price” 
to win the special love of His Sacred Heart, to purchase many souls, 
and to gain for themselves a privileged place in heaven, among the 
ranks of the virgins “who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goes.” 


Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 28) who feel drawn to 
the sublime vocation of Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
are invited to write for information concerning this life as lived in our 
Congregation. Kindly address inquiries to: 


Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Thou art my Mother, O Virgin Mary; defend me lest J should ever 
displease Thy most beloved Son, and grant that I may always and in 
everything be pleasing to Him. (Ind. of 300 days.) 
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The Spiritual Mission of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


ke 


OMING as it does at the end of the ecclesiastical year—and also 
near the end of the civic year—November fittingly directs our 
minds and hearts to the life beyond: first to the glorious com- 
pany of the saints in heaven, whom we hope to join some day, 

and then to the holy souls who are, so to say, in heaven’s vestibule. 
making their final preparations for entrance into that realm of eternal 
bliss. Holy Church reminds us ever and again that there is only one 
way of reaching that blessed abode, and that is by sanctity of life, or 
by penance if we have been so ungrateful as to offend God. If we want 
to be God’s beloved children for all eternity, we must be His faithful 
and obedient children now during these years of our life, which are 
given us for the very purpose of meriting heaven. 

But human nature is not naturally inclined toward holiness. Viti- 
ated by Adam’s fall, it has an innate tendency toward self-indulgence, 
and so is ever drawn to the things of this world and an inordinate and 
unlawful use of them. To be attracted to the things of the spirit, to 
supernatural and eternal joys, we need to be constantly spurred on to 
an understanding and appreciation of them, and must be given com- 
pelling motives for striving after them at the cost of pain and labor 
and renunciation of temporal goods. 

To present such motives, and to impart spiritual guidance and 
inspiration amid the pleasures and allurements and dangers and trials 
of this world has been one of the functions of “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” during the fifty golden years of its mission. To many souls it 
has been a “sursum corda,”—an invitation to keep their thoughts and 
affections uplifted above the fleeting, material things of this world. To 
others it has been a “heavenly manna,” nourishing them with delectable 
spiritual food and conducing to their soul’s growth in sanctity. To still 
others it has been a “tonic,” bracing and strengthening them when the 
way seemed hard. 

“TI enjoy “Tabernacle and Purgatory’ best of all the Catholic maga- 
zines I receive,” says one reader, “because it is the only one completely 
spiritual and it is something we really need in this material world of 
ours.” A young lady ordering it as a gift for a friend, wrote: “I cannot 
think of anything that would be of greater value than a 12-month sub- 
scription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ Oh, the wealth of spiritual 
knowledge, comfort and consolation that is contained in just one issue! 
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extent that circumstances permit, and force ourselves to live with God; 
if while aiming at maximum activity, which is also sincerely and vigor- 
ously controlled, we avoid feverishness; if we mercilessly deny ourselves 
useless interior and exterior chatter, we shall be surprised at time’s 
almost unlimited power to expand. 


It is unbelievable what some can accomplish, while others, under 
the pretext of not having time, do nothing. Individuals who do not 
have a minute to spare succeed, by a good beginning, in finding all the 
minutes they want. To have a great deal of time is not so important 
as to use well the little time we have. People who accomplish a vast 
amount of work are usually those who have not a minute to themselves, 
but who, despite swiftly passing time, remain calm and snatch from the 
fleeting moments their full power of achievement. 


We ought to resist also the desire to be always doing something. 
to be active for activity’s sake: Some occupations are detrimental. 
It might be better if the mother of whom we spoke before, yielded to 
the Divine attractions which urged her to withdraw within her soul, 
rather than to straighten for the tenth time a cupboard that was already 
sufficiently orderly. | Let us beware of the saying: “I always have some- 
thing to do.” That is often true, but it must be remembered that there 
is a hierarchy in things to be done. It is only reasonable that the 
most important should be first. At times it may be profitable to omit 
something, especially if the omission safeguards liberty of spirit and 
perfection of union. We should act with deliberation on the conviction 
that our many contacts with God during the day are not to be con- 
sidered among the least profitable of our actions. 


Let us beware. too, of the other saying: “I am not doing anything 
when I pray.” The inactivity is only apparent. To pray is to do a 
great work, and the same holds true for every single instance, however 
brief, in which the soul plunges itself in God during the course of its 
manifold duties. Let us counteract the dictates of nature by a clear 
concept of faith. We say: an ACT of the Presence of God, an ACT of 
love of God. How could we claim that this is not acting? According 
to the absolute standard of values, it is the most beautiful act that can 
be made, and because God requires no other activity, it ought to be 
considered the most important. To live in truth helps tremendously 
to live in love. 


It must be understood that the loving effort to be with God habit- 
ually, at each conscious breath of the soul, is not to be thought of as a 
strenuous intellectual effort, as an overwhelming preoccupation. There 
is‘no use trying to be an angel.. We are just poor human beings, and it 
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takes long practice in the cultivation of the interior life to achieve any 
noticeable result, and this result will always fall short of the ideal 
dreamed of by most souls. Striving souls must practice great patience. 
We do not find God by straining our nerves; we must have a sound 
method—such as we have tried to present—an increasing development 
of the spirit of faith, an untiring perseverance, and that wisdom which 
takes time into consideration. 


For those who are too presumptuous or too eager to double the 
rate of their progress, Father Petitot closes his book “Introduction to 
Holiness” with an apt quotation from the great Dominican, Tauler: 
“Whatever we do, try as we may, we shall never arrive at true peace, 
that peace which culminates in perfect union with God, before we are 
forty...” And to quell imprudent ardor and inexperienced zeal he 
adds, “we must then wait ten years more before we are granted the 
Spirit, the Comforter, the Spirit that teaches all things.” 


We must understand what this passage means. Tauler did not pre- 
tend to limit the sanctifying powers of the Spirit of God, or to discour- 
age beginners who are often more generous, more zealous, and more 
enthusiastic than the mature. We need only to think of the young 
saints: Stanislaus, Aloysius of Gonzaga, Rose of Lima, or Saint Therese 
of the Child Jesus. Age can be counted only by years; but the figures 
given by Tauler are like the biblical figures, their meaning is rather 
symbolical than literal. Many, even pious people, go beyond forty or 
fifty years without reaching the degree of union attained by certain 
young people who determined at a very early age never to refuse God 
anything, and to develop a virile love. 


The passage means, then, that the precious treasure is bought at 
a great price. We have no guarantee that a long period of time will 
in itself bring us to the heights of sanctity. Occasionally, for reasons 
of His own and perhaps to keep us humble, God permits us to struggle 
without much noticeable gain, to make heroic efforts without ever 
knowing success. 


The essential thing is not so much to reach our goal as to strive. 
In the spiritual life, more than anywhere else, “It is not the success 
which counts, but the effort.” We make progress if, in spite of human 
frailties, we do not give up but begin again each day where we left off 
the night before, even though we cannot detect any noticeable advance- 
ment. The Divine word remains immutably true: “He who seeks, finds.” 
We would say, rather: “He who seeks has already found.” 


—Rev. Raoul Plus, S. J. 
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“After Her Shall Virgins Be Brought 
to the King” 
ake 


HE feast of Mary’s Presentation in the Temple, celebrated on 
November 21st, marks the first step in the formal consecration 
of her life to God’s service. Yet this consecration must have 
been made at the very dawn of her life, for theologians hold 

that Mary enjoyed the use of reason from the moment of her concep- 
tion. Father Faber intimates this in the following beautiful passage: 
“The Presentation of our Blessed Lady is a mystery full of beauty, yet 
a beauty which can hardly be called its own. It is a lovely sight in 
truth to see; there is the miraculous Maiden of three years, mounting 
the temple steps with the gravity and dignity of age, and offering herself 
to the House of God with the full use of the most comprehensive and 
majestic intellect which the world had ever known, even at that early 
age. Yet what is it but one step in an oblation which began in Anna’s 
womb, rose in its heroic degrees of lifelong self-sacrifice, attained its 
highest height on Calvary, and stayed there on that same mystical Cal- 
vary fifteen years after He had come down from it and was gone to 
His Father’s glory? It is as one of the marvelous beginnings of the 
marvelous Mother that we gaze with so much devotion on Mary’s 
Presentation.” (The Blessed Sacrament, pp. 175,176.) 


The Church, applying to Mary with singular appropriateness on 
this feast the words of Psalm 44, represents to us the voice of God call- 
ing her to His temple: “Hearken, O Daughter, and see, and incline 
thine ear, and forget thy people and thy father’s house. And the King 
shall greatly desire thy beauty...” With what generosity and fervor 
Mary answered this call we can but faintly imagine. And how pro- 
found must have been her reverence as she prostrated herself in adora- 
tion before the Divine Majesty at her first coming into His House, and 
made the oblation of herself to His perpetual service! 


“The temple shines with a new glory, when this august Virgin is 
presented; there she is taught by God, is visited by the angels from 
heaven, and rejoices with them.” This verse from an ancient sequence 
expresses in a few words the sublimity of this mystery. 


In this sacred retreat, the Blessed Virgin gave the first example of 
consecration to God by a vow of perpetual virginity, in response to the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Following in her footsteps, countless 
young maidens have since consecrated their virginity to God—fulfilling 
those other words of Psalm 44 which the Church applies to Mary in a 
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‘After her shall virgins be brought to the King.’’ 


prophetic spirit: “After her shall virgins be brought to the King, her 
neighbors shall be brought to thee; they shall be brought with gladness 
and rejoicing; they shall be brought into the temple of the King.” 


In his recent Encyclical letter on Holy Virginity, our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, writes: “Virginity fully deserves the name of the angelic 
virtue, which St. Cyprian, writing to virgins, afirms: ‘What we are to 
be, you have already commenced to be. You already possess in this 
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world the glory of the resurrection; you pass through the world without 
suffering its contagion. In preserving virginal chastity, you are the 
equals of the angels of God.’ To souls restless for a purer life or in- 
flamed with the desire to possess the kingdom of heaven, virginity offers 
itself as a ‘pearl of great price,’ for which one ‘sells all that he has, 
and buys it.’ Married people, and even those who are captives of vice, 
at the contact of virgin souls often admire the splendor of their trans- 
parent purity, and feel themselves moved to rise above the pleasures of 
sense. When St. Thomas states ‘that to virginity is awarded the tribute 
of the highest beauty,’ it is because its example is captivating; and, 
besides, by their perfect chastity do not all these men and women give 
a striking proof that the mastery of the spirit over the body is the result 
of a Divine assistance and the sign of proven virtue? 

“Worthy of special consideration is the reflection that the most 
delicate fruit of virginity consists in this, that virgins make tangible, 
as it were, the perfect virginity of their Mother, the Church, and the 
sanctity of her intimate union with Christ... For this society founded 
by Christ, it is a profound joy that virgins should be the marvelous sign 
of its sanctity and fecundity, as St. Cyprian so well expresses it: “They 
are the flower of the Church, the beauty and ornament of spiritual 
grace, a subject of joy, a perfect and unsullied homage of praise and 
honor, the image of God corresponding to the sanctity of the Lord, the 
most illustrious portion of Christ’s flock. In them the glorious fecun- 
dity of our Mother, the Church, finds expression, and she rejoices; the 
more the number of virgins increases, the greater is this Mother's 


joy.” 

May many young girls hear the Divine invitation of God calling 
them to consecrate their lives to Him in His holy “temple,” after the 
example of the Blessed Virgin. And may they follow resolutely in her 
footsteps, offering to Jesus their virginity as the “pearl of great price” 
to win the special love of His Sacred Heart, to purchase many souls, 
and to gain for themselves a privileged place in heaven, among the 
ranks of the virgins “who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goes.” 


Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 28) who feel drawn to 
the sublime vocation of Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
are invited to write for information concerning this life as lived in our 
Congregation. Kindly address inquiries to: 


Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Thou art my Mother, O Virgin Mary; defend me lest J should ever 
displease Thy most beloved Son, and grant that I may always and in 
everything be pleasing to Him. (Ind. of 300 days.) 
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The Spiritual Mission of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


ke 


OMING as it does at the end of the ecclesiastical year—and also 
near the end of the civic year—November fittingly directs our 
minds and hearts to the life beyond: first to the glorious com- 
pany of the saints in heaven, whom we hope to join some day, 

and then to the holy souls who are, so to say, in heaven’s vestibule. 
making their final preparations for entrance into that realm of eternal 
bliss. Holy Church reminds us ever and again that there is only one 
way of reaching that blessed abode, and that is by sanctity of life, or 
by penance if we have been so ungrateful as to offend God. If we want 
to be God’s beloved children for all eternity, we must be His faithful 
and obedient children now during these years of our life, which are 
given us for the very purpose of meriting heaven. 

But human nature is not naturally inclined toward holiness. Viti- 
ated by Adam’s fall, it has an innate tendency toward self-indulgence, 
and so is ever drawn to the things of this world and an inordinate and 
unlawful use of them. To be attracted to the things of the spirit, to 
supernatural and eternal joys, we need to be constantly spurred on to 
an understanding and appreciation of them, and must be given com- 
pelling motives for striving after them at the cost of pain and labor 
and renunciation of temporal goods. 

To present such motives, and to impart spiritual guidance and 
inspiration amid the pleasures and allurements and dangers and trials 
of this world has been one of the functions of “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” during the fifty golden years of its mission. To many souls it 
has been a “sursum corda,”—an invitation to keep their thoughts and 
affections uplifted above the fleeting, material things of this world. To 
others it has been a “heavenly manna,” nourishing them with delectable 
spiritual food and conducing to their soul’s growth in sanctity. Too still 
others it has been a “tonic,” bracing and strengthening them when the 
way seemed hard. 

“T enjoy ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ best of all the Catholic maga- 
zines I receive,” says one reader, “because it is the only one completely 
spiritual and it is something we really need in this material world of 
ours.” A young lady ordering it as a gift for a friend, wrote: “I cannot 
think of anything that would be of greater value than a 12-month sub- 
scription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ Oh, the wealth of spiritual 
knowledge, comfort and consolation that is contained in just one issue! 
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One cannot help but love God more and more as one gazes on those 
beautiful and expressive illustrations and reads the articles, which are 
like food for the soul.”—“I cannot explain in words how much I ap- 
preciate the teaching of this magazine,” writes another. “Whenever I 
read it, I can feel new life in my soul!” And this from a business man: 
“I want to state again that your periodical always inspires me to live 
better spiritually. I keep two or three back issues and read them over 
and over and reflect upon their sublime truths. Believe me, those maga- 
zines are refreshingly good!” 

“Your little magazine is an ascetic dynamo”—writes still another; 
“there is plenty of spiritual reading matter in it for anyone who cares 
to get it, and it is solid, stimulating, edifying, inspiring. . .”"—“It is now 
over thirteen years since I first had the pleasure of receiving your 
beautiful, inspiring and instructive monthly magazine. To me during 
these years it has been a constant source of joy and edification in ac- 
quiring knowledge and love of our holy Faith. Through it the Holy 
Spirit radiates the rays of eternal truths to all its readers.” Another 
business man, sending his renewal, wrote as follows: “In this world 
we shall never appreciate the importance and the value of spiritual 
reading, but in the kingdom of the Lord this shall be manifested 
brightly. Your magazine is the conveyor of Divine grace that enrap- 
tures the soul inclined to the things of Our Lord. Once downcast, one 
waits with lively desire for your magazine, and from its reading one 
feels the lifting effect, the new desire to rise and battle again against 
all that seems to encroach upon our soul.” 

Ofttimes the magazine has been helpful in solving some particular 
problem or smoothing out some difficulty, as in the following instance: 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory’ reached me this morning, and I welcome 
it most heartily. Its contents are always very helpful and instructive, 
but what appeals to me most specially this time is the beautiful, in- 
spiring and encouraging article on Holy Communion. It just happens 
to strike the spot for me, as I was beginning to have a bit of unnecessary 
worry. Now I am calm and at ease again, and I am grateful. Truly, 


79°99 


this little magazine often takes the place of a fine ‘mission sermon’! 


Two of our esteemed priest-readers have offered us these words 
of encouragement: “I have appreciated your publication so very much 
for the deeply theological and sanely ascetical articles it has been offer- 
ing its thousands of readers. I truly enjoy them and recommend them 
to others.” —“Your magazine is getting better every issue. The articles 
are timely, inspiring, thrilling. There is a sweetness, an unction in 
your pages that whets one’s appetite for more and more of this thorough- 
ly Christian, specifically Benedictine devotional teaching. In these de- 
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pressing times, when the nations of the world are fed the frothy, folly- 
cognominated ‘Four Freedoms,’ it is a great relief to find someone who 
is satisfied with the true freedom—the freedom with which Christ has 
made us free. What we need today is not great military equipment on 
land, sea, air, and under the sea: we want generosity with Jesus and a 
great consuming love for Him. We need great sanctity, great saints!” 
Trusting, then, in the continued support of our dear readers, we 
hope to expand the influence of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” so as to 
reach many more Catholic families and individuals, and to lend a 
helping hand to many souls trying to scale the ladder of sanctity. 


It's Soa Important! 


YES, your CORRECT and COMPLETE address for our file rec- 
ords is a very important matter! Do you know what happens when 
we send “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” or a letter, or perhaps a package 
of booklets that you have ordered, incorrectly or incompletely ad- 
dressed, because you have forgotten to give your full address, or neg- 
lected to let us know that it has been changed? It comes right back 
to us, stamped: “Return to Sender” ... “No Such Address” ... “Ad- 
dress Incomplete” ... “Moved” ... “No Such Party at Address,” ete. 
AND WE ARE UTTERLY HELPLESS TO DO ANYTHING about it! 

BUT, there is more than just the sad fact that you never receive 
the mail! WE MUST PAY POSTAGE A SECOND TIME on each 
piece of 2nd class mail returned to us! During a single year’ such 
needless expense amounts to hundreds of dollars, which could be put to 
better use—and all because of the thoughtlessness of our friends! 


And then to climax the situation, sooner or later a letter comes to 
tell us “how disappointed you were,” ... “how you waited and waited, 
and nothing arrived”... 


So we PLEAD with all our readers and friends: 
1. To give your FULL NAME and ADDRESS, with zone number, 
if any, EVERY TIME YOU WRITE. 


2. If your name and address, as they appear on the wrapper of this 
magazine, are mis-spelled, incorrect, or incomplete, please let us know 


AT ONCE. 


3. If you are planning to MOVE, or have MOVED, please inform 
us Promptly, giving BOTH YOUR OLD AND NEW ADDRESS. 


May God bless you! 
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Little Lovers’ League 


N November, dear Little Lovers, we hear much about the “Poor 

Souls”—the souls who are suffering in purgatory. But do we 

realize why they are suffering and also why we should pray for 

them? Perhaps it will help us to understand a little better if we 
think first of God, who is holiness itself. You know that we say of some 
people that they have certain virtues: purity, truthfulness, etc. But 
God does not merely have these virtues—He is them. God is not only 
pure; He is purity; He is not only truthful; He is truth, and so on. 
God, then, is holiness and nothing that is not holy can remain in His 
Presence. 

Now, you also know that many people die with the stains of sin 
still on their souls. Not the big stains of mortal sin, which would make 
them God’s enemies forever, but the smaller sins for which they have 
never done sufficient penance, and which mar the holiness of their souls. 
Maybe, too, they have not done enough penance to take away all the 
temporal punishment for mortal sins which remained after the sins had 
been forgiven. Now, souls like this cannot enter immediately into the 
joy of possessing God, because they are not worthy of Him. They 
know this themselves. To use a humble little comparison—they are like 
guests invited to a party who have soiled and stained their clothes on 
the way there, and so do not want to mingle with the other guests until 
they have cleaned their garments, because their untidy appearance 
makes them feel out of place. 

Thus it is that these souls—not good enough for heaven, not bad 
enough for hell—must remain for a time in that place of great mercy, 
yet great suffering, which we call purgatory. Here they will stay until 
they have atoned for their sins by their suffering and are purified and 
made ready for heaven. What the suffering of the poor souls in pur- 
gatory is, we do not know with certainty. The Church tells us that it 
is in part bodily suffering, that is, intense physical pain, which is often 
compared to being burned in terrible flames. But by far the greatest 
suffering of these souls is their separation from God. For now they 
desire Him with all the intensity of their being, yet they cannot enjoy 
Him, cannot go to Him, as He created them to do, because of their 
sins. It is as if a piece of iron were being drawn by a magnet, yet at 
the same time held back by another strong force. God is the magnet 
of these souls, drawing them to Himself; their unatoned sins are the 
other force, building a wall, as it were, between God and them. 

Who could help pitying these souls, dear Little Lovers? Surely, 
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you will want to do all you can to help them in this month of November, 
which is dedicated to them. And there are many ways of helping the 
suffering souls. You can go to Holy Mass and receive Holy Com- 
munion, and offer this to Jesus that they may be released from their 
pain. You can visit the Blessed Sacrament daily on your way to or 
from school and beg Our Lord in the Tabernacle to have pity on them 
and take them to Himself. You can make the Way of the Cross for 
them and offer to God the Father all the sufferings of Jesus in His Pas- 
sion. You can pray the Rosary daily for them and ask Mary, who is 
the merciful Queen of Purgatory, to intercede for them. These are 
only a few of the ways in which you can help the suffering souls, who 
cannot help themselves at all. Because, you see, in purgatory, despite 
all their suffering and the patience and willingness with which they 
accept it, these souls cannot do anything to shorten their time there. 
Merit can only be gained on this earth, while we are alive. After death, 
we can do nothing which will win us pardon, but must depend on 
others to help us by their prayers and acts of charity. 


Don’t fail the suffering souls, then, dear Little Lovers. Help them 
in all the ways you can think of. No one will love you more for this 
than Jesus, who is waiting longingly for the time when He will be able 
to take them to the joys of heaven. And the poor souls themselves will 
be your friends forever. They will help you all during your life, and 
when your own death draws near, they will be at hand to beg Our 
Lord’s mercy for you, because you were merciful to them; for He has. 
said: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 


PRACTICE: Pray the stations once a week all during November 
and ask Our Lord to release many, many souls from purgatory. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Queen of Purgatory, intercede for the poor 
souls. 


At the Court of the King 


EAR Little Lovers, from your very first years at school, and even 
before that, at home, you were taught that beyond the small red 
flame of the sanctuary lamp, behind the golden door of the Tabernacle, 
God Himself dwells, always with us. One of the first things you were 
taught was to genuflect reverently before Him on entering a church, in 
order to honor this King of kings, who is concealed in the pure, small 
Host. 
As you grow up, are you remembering these first lessons? Do 
you stop every now and again and ask yourself who it is that you visit 
when you go to church; who it is that comes to you in Holy Com- 
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munion? When you go into your church, do you rush in carelessly, 
take holy water in a hit-or-miss fashion, bob one knee awkwardly, in- 
stead of making a real, honest-to-goodness, knee-to-floor genuflection? 
Then do you half-kneel and half-sit in the pew while saying a few 
hurried prayers, without really thinking of what, and, above all, to 
whom, you are praying? And then do you rush out again, calling 
what you have just done a “visit” to the Blessed Sacrament! If you 
are a real lover of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, you surely don’t do 
this. Instead, when you pay Our Lord a visit, you enter the church 
quietly, make a reverent Sign of the Cross to salute all Three Divine 
Persons of the Blessed Trinity, genuflect as a knight would do before 
his sovereign, then kneel upright in your pew, concentrating all your 
attention on Jesus in the Sacred Host. You don’t spend these precious 
minutes looking around or whispering to your companions, but in talk- 
ing to and listening to Christ, our King. And when you leave, the in- 
visible angels who guard the Tabernacle are singing with joy, and the 
Heart of Jesus rejoices. 


It is when we realize that it really is our Divine Savior who dwells 
there on our altars, that we try to make all our visits like this. For our 
faith shows us the love and mercy of our Redeemer shining from the 
Sacred Host. Hope lifts our souls with the courage and determination 
to live good Catholic lives in order to be worthy of such a gift as 
Christ’s continual presence with us. And charity makes us long to 
return His love, to try to prove that we love Him by coming to Him 
there just as often as we possibly can. And when we kneel before Him, 
we tell Him simply and trustingly of our work and play, of our joys and 
needs. We thank Him for being there, for loving us, for waiting for 
us. Then we listen to Him as He speaks to us in the depths of our 
hearts, encouraging us, consoling us, strengthening us for the hard 
things we may have to do. And before we leave, we promise Him to 
return soon, and ask His blessing on what we are about to do. We 
promise Him also to try to get others to come to Him, to try to show 
them by our words and example what it means to be a Lover of Jesus 
in the Holy Eucharist. 


In last month’s issue, we gave you an explanation of Tabernacle 
and Purgatory’s “Little Lovers’ League.” This League has as its aim 
the drawing of young people closer to the Blessed Sacrament, by help- 
ing them grow more and more in devotion to Jesus in the Eucharist, 
realizing what a love for Our Lord in the great Sacrament of His Love 
can mean in their lives, the richness and joy and peace He gives to 
those who love Him where He dwells among us. If you are not already 
a member, wouldn’t you like to join the League now, and encourage 
others to become members, too? You can mount higher and higher 
in the League, learning to do always more for Jesus, as you become 
closer to Him. And His love will be your blessed reward. 
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AND QUEEN, seeks to increase devotion to Mary's Immaculate Heart, 
our way to the Heart of Jesus, the source of all sanctity. 15¢ 


St. Gertrude the Great 
Feast, November 17 


This month will find us honoring 
one of the most wonderful saints 
in the Church of God. Our booklet 
contains a short sketch of St. Ger- 
trude’s life, examples of her prayers 


ay I! HARD — 


Queen of All Saints 


November Ist, the Feast of All Saints, will 
be the day on which our Holy Father proclaims 
the Feast of the Queenship of Mary Most Holy. 
Most fitting is it that we invoke our Blessed 
Mother under the title “Queen of All Saints.” 
Our booklet, 


HEART OF OUR MOTHER 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata 
Viti, O.S.B. 


Another daughter of St. Benedict 
who spent her religious life as a 
humble lay Sister. She died on 
November 20, 1922. Her cause of 
beatification is progressing. A pow- 
erful advocate in time of trial! — 


and a prayer to implore favors 


through her merits. 15¢ 218 pages, 9 illustrations. $1.00 


Other favorites in honor of the Saints include — 


Go to Joseph — Foster Father of Jesus, Virginal Spouse of Mary. A 
mighty intercessor at the throne of grace. 


Devotions to St. Joseph — Contains a great number of prayers and de- 
votions in honor of this beloved saint. 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God — Another powerful helper in need, a 
Saint beloved of God and man. You will want to read of his life and mir- 
acles in our interesting booklet. 


In the Footsteps of St. Scholastica — The twin sister of St. Benedict 
teaches us that love must permeate all we do if it is to be pleasing to God. 


Good Saint Anne — The Mother of Mary, our Heavenly Grandmother, is 
ever waiting for our prayers. 


Saint Philomena, Pray for Us— To Philomena nothing is refused! 


St. Pius X, Pope of the Eucharist — The saint of our age to whom we 
are indebted for the grace of daily Communion. 10¢ 


Each booklet 15¢, unless otherwise indicated. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





November — Month of the Poor Souls 


My Daily Companion at Mass There is no greater means of re- 
lieving the Poor Souls than through the Holy Sacrifice. Our handy pocket- 


ize booklet contains the Mass prayers together with devotions for Confes- 
ion and Communion 


The Way of the Cross Another powerful means of helping the 
holy souls A well-loved booklet containing illustrations and prayers for 
each Station, with additional prayers in honor of the Passion. 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations Gaining indulgences is a 
most efficacious means of obtaining relief for the Souls in Purgatory. An 
explanation of indulgences and their efficacy, together with a fine collection 
of indulgenced prayers, comprises this valuable little booklet. 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory An explanation of the doctrine 


Purgatory, the nature of the sufferings endured there and the method 
well as the fruits of assisting the 


of 
as 
Poor Souls will be found in this instructive 
booklet Includes also a number of beautiful prayers. 


All Ye Who Mourn Containing words of consolation and encour- 
agement for those mourning the death of a loved one, this booklet also ex- 
plains the doctrine of reunion in eternity. Contains the English text of the 
Requiem Mass and burial service. 


Through Death to Life Treats of the Sacrament of Extreme Unc- 
tion together with instructions in regard to the care of the sick and dying; 
preparation for a sick call; assisting a dying non-Catholic. A valuable book- 
let for every home. 


Each of the above booklets, 15¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Campaigners for Christ the king 


Invite your co-operation 


This group of militant young lay apostles, with headquarters on Staten 
Island, New York, is doing wonderful work in winning converts to the 
Faith, bringing back lapsed Catholics, dispelling prejudice, combating com- 
munism, and helping the poor in the slum districts of New York and other 
large cities. Operating with the permission and approval of ecclesiastical 
to carry on their dynamic 
campaign. They will be most grateful for old clothes and canned food 


superiors, they need both “‘‘pennies and prayers” 
for 
the poor, books for their free lending library, magazines for distribution, 
and any financial help that may be given them. 


Address: Campaigners for Christ the King, 509 E. 11th Street, New York 
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